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The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting Held in 
London, by Adjournments from the 20th of 
Fifth Month to the 28th of the Same, inclu- 
sive, 1885. 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. ‘ 


Dear Friends—Our hearts are lifted up in thanks- 
giving under a sense of the Lord's mercies. In 
His love we salute you, desiring that ‘‘ grace and 
peace may be multiplied unto you, through th 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

The gospel of * our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ is a mighty fact. It addresses itself to men 
as they are. It recognizes the existence of moral 
evil, and brings us face to face with the awful 
truth that ‘* all have sinned.” No effort of man’s 
unassisted reason brought to him the knowledge 
that **God is Love.” Unknown to the highest 
wisdom of heathenism, it was proclaimed by God 
Himself through Moses and the prophets, but un- 
veiled in its fulness “in the face of Jesus Christ.”’ 
And how was it unveiled? Not in the setting 
aside of God’s holiness, but in the manifestation of 
that holiness in the coming. the life, the sufferings, 
and the death of Him, ‘‘whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His 
blood, to declare His righteousness. ‘*God com- 
mendeth His love towards us, in that, while we 


were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” It was none 
other than His own beloved Son, who thus, for 
our sakes, entered within the limitations of His 
own creation, and who, in the depth of His 
humiliation, as ‘‘the Word made flesh,’’ volun- 
tarily accepted the burthen of the world’s trans- 
gression, which none but He could have borne. 
‘« As Moses lifted up the serpent’? in the face of 
wirmuring, serpent-bitten Israel, so was He, the 
:, 1 of Man, lifted up in the face of a: sin-efricken 
world. Thus was the love of God manifested in 
the gift of ‘‘ His only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”’* ‘‘ The Lord laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all.” The pardon of transgression 
is in the gospel proclaimed only through Him, who 
thus, in His infinite love, was made, in the words 
of the Apostle, ‘‘ a curse for us,”” that He might 
‘¢redeem us from the curse of the law.” It has 
ever been the belief of oar religious Society that 
the remission of sins which any partake of, is only 
in and by virtue of that most precious sacrifice, 
and no otherwise. We accept with reverence and 
thanksgiving His own declaration, ‘‘ The Son of 
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.’’ 
What power might not He have commanded who 
uttered the language, ‘‘ Thinkest thou that I can- 
not now pray to my Father, and He shall 
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presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels?’’ Yet with what self-renouncing love did 
He submit Himself to the counsels of eternal 
wisdom in the memorable words, ‘‘ How then 
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must 
be?’ “No man taketh my life from me, 
but I lay it down of myself.”” Thus magnifying, 
both in His life and in His death, the law of 
righteousness, He has forever sealed it as a legacy 
of His love, binding that law upon all whom He 
has redeemed by His blood. And they, who, 
through the Spirit of adoption, are made partakers 
of the Father’s love in Christ, know that their for- 
giveness does not make void but establishes this 
law, that they may walk therein with changed 
hearts as His reconciled children. 


As achurch gathered under the presidency of 
our once crucified Redeemer—our ever-living 
Head—we dare not disclaim any portion of those 
testimonies which are set forth in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament, as to his person, 
work and reign. We believe with the prophet 
that ‘‘ He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we 
are healed’’; ‘‘ who, His own self,’’ as saith the 
Apostle, ‘‘ bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness.’”’ As a church we have ever ac- 
cepted these testimonies in their plain and obvious 
meaning, yet with a deep sense of the truth of the 
inspired declaration, ‘‘ The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear Him, and He will show them 
His covenant.’’ May our members everywhere 
wait upon the Lord, and prove for themselves the 
reality of His teaching. With what humility ought 
the creature to bow before the Creator, ever 
sensible of the littleness of his finite capacities in 
the presence of the Infinite God. With what 
patience, tenderness and long-suffering love does 
He bear with us in our ignorance, leading us on 
from step to step, opening the blind eye, and un- 
folding His truth, not all at once, but as we are 
able tq bear it. -The truth as it is in Jesus must 
be tasted in order to be known, It is one of the 
effects of that saving knowledge which is ‘life 
eternal,’’ that every increase of it produces a 
deeper humility, and a more fervent, self-re- 
nouncing love. 

How great is the practical bearing of such a 
knowledge of Christ upon our whole conduct and 
conversation. Familiar as are the words, their ap- 
plication is inexhaustible, ‘‘ Ye are not your own ; 
for ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body.” It is Now that our bodies 
are to be presented as a ‘‘ living sacrifice, holy. ac- 
ceptable to God.” ‘It is HERE—in the midst of in- 
firmity, conflict and temptation—in the presence 
of so much that is evil—that we are called upon to 
prove the power of that faith in which is the victory. 
The Christian’s life upon earth is an appointed 
warfare—a probation which,,with all its attendant 
pain, is yet designed to be the hallowed discipline 
of his Father’s love—a preparation for higher and 
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more glorious services in the life to come. The 
hours of the working day are few. The longest 
life is only just long enough for its appointed 
service. How loud, then, is the call for diligence, 
Let us not sleep; but watch and be sober. We 
have no time for idle trifling or selfish enjoyment, 
He who laid down his life for the sheep, is Him- 
self the Shepherd of the flock. His sheep hear His 
voice, and it becomes their highest joy to rest in 
His love and to be led by Him in the paths of 
righteousness. Amidst the duties and the trials of 
their earthly service, He would make their lives a 
holy hymn of grateful praise. 


The acceptance of Christ in the varied relations 
in which He offers Himself to His people is the 
very ground of those principles which we have ever 
felt it our privilege to maintain. What is our wor- 
ship but a testimony to the reality of our faith in 
Him, as our one Sacrifice, Mediator, and High 
Priest, through whom we ‘‘have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father’’? We meet in no other 
name than His. We rest in His promise, in the 
fulfilling of which he gives the gracious evidence of 
His life and reign. What ministry do we desire 
to be exercised amongst us, but that of Christ's 
own preparing and putting forth—a _ ministry 
giving evidence of His presence with those who 
minister—drawing not to themselves, but to Him 
—and exercised in harmony with the immediate 
work of His spirit in the hearts of the congreya- 
tion? How greatly does the life of our meetings 
for worship depend upon the living exercise of 
those who wait in silence before the Lord, the 
breathing of whose souis is unto Him fora blessing 
upon themselves and upon others. What is the 
baptism in which we believe, but that in which the 
words are made a living experience, ‘‘ He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire?” 
What is the supper of the Lord, but a spiritual 
communion in which it is our highest privilege to 
share? They truly partake thereof who habitually 
rest on the work, sufferings and death of their 
Lord as their only hope, and to whom the in- 
dwelling Spirit gives of the fulness which is in 
Christ. 

But not in our more directly religious duties 
alone is the love of God in Christ Jesus precious 
to the soul. It is designed to be the habitual 
guide and support of the believer. In the needful 
attention to trade and other outward occupations, 
how hallowed are the restrainings of this love. 
Without these the business of life is apt to be the 
adding of care to care, until the rush of its engage- 
ments becomes overpoweritig. We sympathize 
with those who, under this pressure, may often be 
ready to faint from very weariness. Cast thy bur- 
den on the Lord; commit thy way unto Him. 
Let not the world drag thee out of sight of thy 
Guide. Watch against the spitit of murmuring or 
anxious foreboding ; and no less against the idea 
that relief is to be sought in speculative enterprise. 
Be willing in all things to be governed by His 
counsel. : 

We have at this time addressed a few loving 
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words to the dear children, which we trust will be 
carried home to their young hearts by the Lord’s 
own Spirit. We are thankful for the evidences 
granted that so many of you who are parents are 
increasingly alive to your high privileges and re- 
sponsibilities. Called by your Father in heaven 
to have the charge and training of your children, 
both for earth and for heaven, think not that 
He will fail to supply the needed wisdom and 
qualification. Be encouraged often to remember 
your children in prayer before the Lord. Let 
your whole lives be a consistent illustration of that 
course of conduct in which you desire them to 
walk as children of God. 

Our young Friends who may be just leaving 
school, or rising to the responsibilities of life, have 
also claimed our loving remembrance. Amidst 
the many voices that are in the world, how often 
may the inquiry arise from minds not fully es- 
tablished in the truth, but yet intensely sincere, 
‘Lord, to whom shall we go?’’ What answer 
shall we find but in turning to Him in whom so 
many young disciples from age to age have found 
peace and consolation, ‘* Thou hast the words of 
eternal life.” Yes, beloved younger Friends, 
none but that living Saviour can satisfy the thirst 
of man’s spirit. Open your hearts to the offers of 
His grace. Submit yourselves to His leadings. 
Listen to His words, ‘‘Come unto me; take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.’? We rejoice with thanks 
giving as we think of many among you who are 
now finding their delight in His service. Abide 
in Him in humility and patience. Dwell under 
the sense of your own insufficiency, and of the 
sufficiency of His grace. 


The reports of our First-day schools and of our 
Home and Foreign Missions have again reminded 
us of the duties of the church in relation to the 
spreading of the Redeemer’s kingdom both at 
home and abroad. These are departments of 
Christian work in which there is abundant scope 
for the acting out of simple dependence upon 
Christ, and living faith in the guidance of His 
Spirit. 

Our correspondence with our dear Friends in 
Ireland and America, and the information received 
from those under our name in Australasia and 
some other parts of the world, have afresh warmed 
our hearts in love for our distant brethren.- In 
the responsible position of this meeting amongst 
our sister communities, we long that the bonds of 
fellowship between us may be strengthened in the 
love of Christ. 

We have watched with painful solicitude the 
progress of events in the Soudan, and more re- 
cently the gathering clouds which seemed for a 
while to threaten the maintenance of peace with 
Russia. Many have been the prayers that have 
been offered that war, with all its fearful conse- 
quences, might in the Lord’s great mercy be 
averted. We thankfully believe that these prayers 
have been heard. Our views upon the absolute 
unlawfulness of war to the Christian are well 
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known, and in the crisis through which we have so 
lately passed we have rejoived to recognize a 
healthier tone among many of our countrymen ; 
whilst uniting in deep regret that the voice of an 
influential portion of the public press has so gener- 
ally stimulated a warlike policy. We trust that all 
true lovers of their country, who are at the same 
time lovers of their Lord, may be encouraged to 
range themselves under His banner, to uphold it 
without compromise, and heartily to co-operate 
for the promotion of permanent and universal 
peace. We have thought it rigat to address a 
memorial to our Government on this important 
subject. 

It is the privilege of the children of God to be- 
long to a church jn which patriarchs, prophets and 
apostles, the saints and servants of the Lord from 
age to age have ministered and worshipped, and in 
which, through many tribulations, they have been 
strengthened to overcome. The crucified and 
risen Jesus, ‘‘the same yesterday, to-day and 
forever,” is at once the source and the centre of 
their unity, both on earth and in heaven. Living 
only in his life, receiving all from Him, it is their 
privilege and joy continually to bear witness to the 
riches of His grace. Centuries of experience have 
given to the Church a deepening sense of the 
preciousness of Christ. He is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the inexhaustible fountain of strength, 
peace and joy. Amidst the conflicts and services 
of the day, may the hearts of the Lord’s children 
be stayed upon Him. Whatsoever difficulties may 
be permitted for the trial of faith, He who has 
cared for those who have gone before is still near 
to care for His Church now. And this is His 
watchword to them that abide in His love: ‘‘ Lo, 
Iam with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.”’ 

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 


JosepH Storrs Fry, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 


lia 
For Friends’ Review. 


THE KING AND HIS SUBJECTS. 


‘¢ Where is He that is born king of the Jews, for 
we have seen His star in the East and have come to 
worship Him.”’ While at the time of the advent 
of the Messiah there appears to have been a general 
expectation of the coming of some notable per- 
sonage, there is no doubt that with the Jews the 
expectation was universal; founded upon the pre- 
diction of the prophets, that some supernatural 
event would produce for them a Deliverer who 
would assume regal powers and occupy the throne 
of David, who, they seemed to expect, would be 
worthy of and entitled to their highest adoration, 
Hence the language of the wise men, and hence 
also the difference so manifest between Him and 
all others, no matter how virtuous such might be, 
different even from the angel before whom John 
prostrated himself. He never repelled those who 
offered Him divine honor, and even to one who 
called Him ‘‘Good Master,’’ He did not say the 
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title was wrongly applied, but very significantly re- 
plied, asking why a title was given to Him that was 
due only to God. Their apprehensions were at 
least partly right. He was to be a King, and even 
more than a king. He was to be a Priest, and, 
like unto Moses, a lawgiver, showing the double 
character of His mission. ‘*‘He was min to 
sympathize and God to save.’’ As a Priest, He 
would mediate between God and man. As a King, 
He would rule in the hearts of His believing chil- 
dren by the magic of His own eternal love (II Cor. 
ii. 16; Eph. iv. 4), and though this was the char- 
acter of His rule, His sovereignty was complete, 
being universal. As *‘in Him dwelt all the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily,” and He ‘‘ thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God,’’.and though He 
was an absolute monarch, giving no reasons or 
explanations for His actions, He spoke the word 
and it was done. He said, ‘‘ Be thou clean,” and 
the leper was cleansed; ‘‘Stand upon thy feet,” 
and the lame man leaped as an hart; ‘‘Go thy 
way, thy son liveth,’”’ and the fever left him. Even 
the elements obeyed His behest, and the dead came 
alive again from the tomb. And although pos- 
sessing this universal sovereignty from the begin- 
ning, and without Him was not anything made 
that was made, He never appears to have exercised 
this sovereignty to the prejudice of man’s free 
agency. He called, but they refused. He stretched 
out His hand—dcubtless tor their help—but no 
man regarded. ‘‘ How oft would I have gathered 
you, but ye would not.” There appear ever to 
have been foolish virgins and slothful servants, and 
such appear to have reaped as they have sown. 
Now, in the counsels of Divine wisdom, what is the 
apparent end designed to be compassed by this 
stupendous display of power, as it thu; appears in 
this manifestation of God in the flesh? Surely such 
a glorious manifestation must have had some mag- 
nificent, some high and holy purpose, and though 
hid from the wise and prudent, so far as will con- 
tribute to their happiness to know, is revealed to 
all His believing children. And yet, strange as it 
may appear, there is even among them an ap- 
parent difference in their views as to the compre- 
hensive character of this Divine purpose, not only 
as to whether its beneficent designs affect equally 
all the posterity of Adam, but as to the extent of its 
effects upon those who are supposed to be the elect, 
called, or chosen. Now, in considering this latter 
problem, we may go back even to Eden for the 
foundation of our theory, and forward to the last 
of Revelation for the top-stone of our superstruc- 
ture, and presume there is nothing between these 
extreme points but what will fully harmonize with 
them, as it requires the whole volume of inspira- 
tion fully to delineate the glorious character of our 
King and the duties and privileges of all His loyal 
subjects. Surely the student of Scripture needs no 
argument to prove that very early man so cor 
rupted his way that in him, that is, in his flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing. The question, however, 
is whether in the Divine purpose to which we have 
referred it was designed to restore him to his pri- 
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meval condition, replace him upon that lofty 
pedestal upon which he stood when the morning 
stars rejoicingly sang together to the praise of their 
great Creator. I once heard a minister conclude a 
sermon with the declaration, ‘‘ I am a sinner saved 
by grace.’’ The inquiry suggested itself, Is this 
phraseology in harmony with the teaching of Scrip. 
ture, that with His stripes we are healed? He 
saves His people from their sins, cleanses them from 
all sin, purges out the old leaven, cleanses from all 
unrighteousness. 

If saved by grace and still a sinner, the re- 
finer’s fire and fuller’s soup would seem but poor. 
ly to have accomplished their appointed purpose, 
the former to purge the heart, the latter to cleanse 
the life. Ifthe dross and imperfection pertaining 
to the natural man still remained unpurged by the 
baptism of fire, if the strong man still held posses- 
sion of the house, aad the stronger than he only 
invaded the citadel of the heart, not to bind the 
enemy and spoil his goods, but rather to effect a 
compromise by which his goods might be bonded 
and himself restrained, hoping thus to render his 
presence innoxious, or at least tolerable; in this 
view there would seem something of the spirit of 
Saul in dealing with Amalek, a desire to save the 
life of Agag; as also of Israel with the Gibeonites. 
Each disobeyed the plain instructions of their Hea. 
venly Leader in saving alive and compromising with 
those whom, because the cup of their iniquity was 
full, God had devoted to destruction and appointed 
them His instruments for executing His purpose. 
Each lived to see their folly and realize that obedi- 
ence is better than sacrifice ; as Saul lost his king- 
dom and Israel was seduced to idolatry. To sup- 
pose the enemy was allowed to inflict a wound upon 
man that passed to all his posterity too deep to be 
healed or its effects fully eradicated, would be not 
only an impeachment of the wisdom, mercy and 
power of the Creator, but of His divine sovereignty ; 
an admission that he had a rival whose machinations 
He was impotent to control. Happily, however, 
upon this important question we are not left to 
linger in the barren mazes of doubt. The volume 
of inspiration furnishes abundant evidence that ‘a 
king shall reign in righteousness,” ‘shall reign 
and prosper.’’ That ‘‘of the increase of his govern- 
ment and peace there shall be noend.’”’ That in 
Him a remedy has been graciously provided ade- 
quate to meet all the needs of our race; not only 
one that satisfies Divine justice, magnifies His love 
and mercy, soothes all our cares and confirms 
our hopes; but a remedy that will successfully 
destroy all the works of the devil, bind the strong 
man, called indifferently the carnal mind, the body 
of.sin, the old man, and spoil his goods, and finally 
cast him out of the heart, that His own temple be 
not defiled. ‘* Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.” The potent character of this 
remedy is first brought to view in the promised 
seed of the woman (Gen. iii. 15) showing His mis- 
sion and work. His appointment was not to attack 
the tail of the serpent, or even his body, and merely 
extract his power to sting his victim, or weaken his 
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wer for mischief, but was directed to the seat 
of life, the head, from whence issued all his seduc- 
tive powers, which it was effectually to bruise, 
destroy, exterminate. Can there be any reasonable 
doubt that it is as much in harmony with the Divine 
will to day, and that ample ability is afforded to all 
His believing children to expel the last remnant of 
the body of sin, the carnal mind from the heart ; 
as it was that Israel should drive out @//the original 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan? If it be objected 
that good men, even the adopted child of God, 
makes mistakes, and sometimes errsin thought, word 
or act, our contention is, there is no evidence that 
this is the outcome of a lurking remnant of the old 
carnality, but rather an admonition of the neces- 
sity of being constantly on the watch, of using 
proper diligence (II Pet. i. 10). As longas we are 
in this state of being we shall evidently be sur- 
rounded by the same old adversary that envied man 
in Paradise (I Pet. v. 8), and since he succeeded in 
seducing the first man, who had not a vestige of 
carnality about him, from his allegiance to his 
Creator, it should be no marvel that he continues his 
envious assaults even upon the sanctified child of 
God. That the thorough purging of the heart by 
faith through the Spirit (I Cor. vi. 11: —19) was not 
only contemplated as pertaining to the original in- 
tention, but was found to be a practical reality in 
the experience of the early church ,we learn from 
Paul to the Colossians, when he says, ‘‘ Ye are com- 
plete in Him.’’ Now the context shows this com- 
pleteness to have been very comprehensive; to em 
brace the putting off the body of the sins of the 
flesh by the circumcision of Christ, to be a burial 
with Him into a baptism of suffering,—‘* Ye shall 
drink indeed of my cup and be baptized with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized with,’’—and a raising with 
Him through the faith of the operation of God, 


showing that though they were once dead in their sins, ° 


He had now quickened them into life, forgiving all 
their trespasses, and thus removing the cause of 
their death, by effectually putting off the old man 
with his deeds. Paul says, ‘‘I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me,’’ that our old man is crucified with 
Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
that being made free from sin, ye become the ser- 
vants of righteousness, that the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus makes free from the law of sin 
and death. He also tells the Colossians that he 
warned and taught that he might present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus. It would seem as 
though the experience just referred to could only 
result from the perfect work of the Great Refiner. 
‘** Behold I have refined thee, but not with silver. 
Ihave chosen thee in the furnace of affliction,’’ 
which in connection with the cleansing of the fuller 
and the baptism of fire, would so purify the heart, 
as in the language of the apostle, to make every 
believer ‘* complete in Him,’’ even ‘‘a habitation 
of God through the Spirit.” And to all such the 
saying would apply, ‘‘ Blessed are they that do His 
commandments, that they may have a right to the 
tree of life, and enter in through the gates into the 
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city.” And to whom it also will be said at the last 

solemn inquisition, ‘‘ He that is holy, let him be 

holy still.’? THomas CLARK. 
Grafton, Ontario, Canada, 1885. 


—————___ +o 


Minute, Addressed to the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings of Indiana Yearly Meet-~ 
ing. 


Dear Friends—At a called session of the Repre- 
sentative Meeting of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
held in Richmond, Ind., Sixth mo. 16th, 1885, forty- 
one members being present, the following Minute 
was united with and adopted, and the Clerk was 
directed to forward to all our Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings a copy of the same: 

Having learned with sorrow, that certain indi- 
viduals, holding the position of Ministers of the 
Gospel in one of the coordinate bodies of the 
Society of Friends, have partaken of the rites of 
water baptism, and of the bread and wine in the 
so-called Communion of the Lord’s Supper, some 
of whom have administered these rites to others, 
and some of them have been holding meetings 
within the limits of Indiana Yearly Meeting, and 
advocating, privately and publicly, their views, 
which are contrary to the testimony which the 
Society of Friends has always muintained as to the 
spiritual nature of Christ's Kingdom, and to the 
Declaration of Faith in our Book of Discipline, 
and to the united judgment of our Yearly Meeting 
in 1875, as recorded in the following Minute, No. 
58, page 59, of the printed Minutes, viz.: ‘‘ There- 
fore, we believe it to be inconsistent for anyone to 
be acknowledged or retained in the position of 
Minister or Elder among us who continues to par- 
ticipate ia, or teach the necessity of the outward 
rite of Baptism or of the Supper.”’ 

Now, in order to protect our membership from 
such influences and such teaching, the Representa- 
tive Meeting of Indiana Yearly Meeting advises 
all our Meetings to refuse to receive, as acceptable 
Ministers of the Gospel, whether members of other 
Yearly Meetings or of our own, those teaching 
doctrines or practicing rites contrary to the above- 
named ‘‘ Declaration of Faith” and Minute of the 
Yearly Meeting. The minutes or certificates of 
such should not be read in our Meetings; nor 
should Meetings be appointed for them in our 
Meeting- Houses, nor should they be encouraged to 
labor within our borders. 

In conclusion, we would commend to you the 
language of Paul to the Romans: ‘‘ Now, I be- 
seech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi- 
sions and offences, contrary to the doctrines ye 
have learned ; and avoid them. For they that are 
such, * * * * by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple.’? Rom. xvi: 
17-18. CuarLes W. Ossorn, Clerk. 


ae apres pli iimmenmnsname 


PRIDE is observed to defeat its own end, by 
bringing the man who seeks esteem and reverence 
into contempt.— Bolingbroke. 
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BOOK NOTICE. 


THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD 
oF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, 1884.—Having under- 
taken a review of this compilation of documents, we 
can say that the task soon became a pleasure. We 
became interested in the lively manner in which it 
tells the story of a great work going on among 
men, for man. The events here reported could 
never have occurred but through the agency of the 
gospel. Would that the pious Christian poet who 
sang, 

‘My ear is pained, 

My soul is sick with ev'ry day’s report 

Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled,” 
could have had the dismal monotony relieved by 
such an acccunt of good work as this little volume 
contains. This great government actually working, 
in conjunction with the various branches of the 
Christian church, according to the rules prescribed 
by the Saviour, to convert the Indians into useful 
citizens of this nation, and prepare them for citi- 
zenship in heaven ! 

The Prince of Peace seems to be taking posses- 
sion of Hiskingdom. The most notable feature in 
these reports is that Christians are learning more 
about Christianity. It is now largely conceded that 
Indians are human beings, and that the best way, in- 
deed the only successful way to deal with them, is 
precisely the one that Jesus taught. 

The reports all say that the year 1884 has been 
an eminently successtul period for the work. Why ? 
Because we have had. peace, and peace principles 
are gaining ground. The ‘‘ peace policy ’”’ is rapid- 
ly changing the Indian from barbarism and heathen- 
ism to civilization and Christianity. , Yes, we can 
say tapidly, considering the amount of wicked 
counteracting influence that has been brought to bear 
upon them. Even though there are interruptions, 
as just now, in the middle of 1885, there is serious 
trouble with some wild Indians in New Mexico and 
Arizona, the good work will go on, and peace will 
prevail. There is no lack of mental capaciiy. The 
schools all show that these wild children of the 
forest are susceptible of the ennobling influence of 
education. ‘There are a few important steps, that 
those faithful men who are conversant with this 
Indian work, have seen the necessity of taking 
very soon. Ohne is the allotment of land individ- 
ually, so that these people can have homes in the 
full sense of the word. 

Another is that they be brought, as much as pos- 
sible, in contact with good communities of white 
people. A third essential is that tribal relations as 
to government be done away, and the Indian live by 
the same laws as the white man. May the blessings 
of our common Father rest upon those faithful ones 
who have given up the comforts and delights of 
their own dear homes, and spent much of their 
time and strength in this field of labor. 


C. LinDLey. 
KNOWLEDGE unused for the good of others is 
more vain than unused gold.— Ruskin. 
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Prepared for the Public Ledger. 
ASTRONOMICAL NOTES. 


HAVERFORD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY, Sixth mo, 
16th, 1885.—It may be doubted if enough atten. 
tion has been given to practical astronomy as a field 
for the development of the faculties. The brain, 
the senses and the hand are all used in the most 
exacting and delicate work. Let us take the task 
practiced almost every twenty-four hours in an ob- 
servatory, of observing the transit of a star to de. 
termine the error of the clock. The observer 
points his transit instrument, swinging exactly in 
the meridian, towards the point where he knows 
the star is to cross. He has his clock or chronome- 
ter ticking, seconds or half seconds, by his side. 

In the eye piece of the telescope are a number of 
little vertical spider lines, by which he must ascer- 
tain the exact time of the star’s passing. Stationed 
at the end of his tube he counts the ticks of his 
clock, watches the star as it crosses, and estimates 
to a tenth of a second the time of crossing the first 
spider line or ‘‘ wire,’’ as it is technically called. 
Still keeping count of the ticks, he records the time 
on paper, and in a few seconds must be prepared 
for a new wire, and so on through. The eye, the 
ear, the hand and the thoughts must act simulta- 
neously and accurately. A failure in any will mar 
the whole. A better exercise in deftness, alertness 
and precision could hardly be devised. This is only 
one of a succession of experiences the practical as- 
tronomer has to deal with, which gives to the 
science its great disciplinary value. 

It is a common remark of the casual observer 
that he is much disappointed by a gaze through a 
large telescope. This is partly due to his too large 
expectations, gained by looking at prints of the 
beautiful objects in the sky. But it is also owing 
to the fact that his eye is not educated tosee nearly 
all that is to be seen. The growth of the ability of 
the student to detect faint objects or markings is 
very noticeable. A few weeks’ practice will bring 
within his range of vision a new set of phenomena. 

M. Trouvelet has published a valuable paper on 
the variability of Saturn’s rings. He brings together 
evidences showing that they vary in brightness in 
different parts and at different times ; that the dark 
lines between them change their width and the in- 
tensity of their darkness; and that the shadow of 
the planet on the rings frequently alters in shape. 
This latter phenomenon must be due to a change 
of level of the portion of the ring on which the 
shadow falls, or of certain portions of it. All these 
facts seem to indicate considerable motion of the 
particles making up the rings. If they are, as 
seems almost certain, solid masses, little moons, 
they have a continual shifting among themselves, 
and also possess different reflective powers for light. 

Dr. Huggins has recently expressed his belief that 
in spite of all contrary evidences latterly much urged, 
the corona of the sun, seen as a collection of 
feathery streamers at the time of eclipses, is really a 
solar phenomenon.. He points out the analogy 
between it and the tails of comets, and considers it 
the result of electrical action on the extremely 
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tenuous matter which fills the space around but not 
close to the sun. The recent photographs taken 
on the Alps settle the question of its being pro- 
duced at the time of eclipses by diffraction by the 
moon’s limb. 

The close connection of the planet Jupiter and 
the star Regulus, in the western sky, affords just 
now a chance for comparisun between them as to 
brightness, color and twinkling. Venus has got 
around as evening star, and will now rapidly in- 
crease in brilliancy. Mercury is bright in the morn- 
ing in the east. The other bright planets are not 
in position to be observed. I. S. 


—~e 


RURAL, 


APPLYING FERTILIZERS TO Roots.—The writer 
of these remarks has made a number of examina- 
tions on the distance to which some of the common 
farm crops throw out their roots during the first 
stages of their growth, with a view of furnishing a 
guide to the proper application of fertilizers. Such 
examinations are easily made by drawing the surface 
soil away and then lifting the earth below with a 
spade. These examinations have shown corn plants, 
when only three or four weeks old and five inches 
high, have already thrown out roots a foot on each 
side from the base of the stalks; that is, they stand 
in the centre of a radiating circle of roots two feet 
indiameter. Beans at the same age and height 


have extended their fibres a foot and a half, or 


made a circle three feet in diameter. When the 
corn has reached the height of one foot, the co- 
piously branching roots occupy the whole area of 
the ground, or have met between the opposite 
rows—although the plants have not attained one- 
eighth part of their ultimate height, or a tenth of 
their full bulk or weight. The small fibrous roots 
of the potato are found on examination to have ex- 
tended over the whole area before the tubers have 
formed or have reached any size. The soil in which 
these observations were made is a strong, rich 
loam, of rather compact texture. 

These facts show how mistaken the common opin- 
ion is, on which the practice of hilling corn and pota- 
toesis founded. Most cultivators appear to sup- 
pose that the roots only extend a few inches, and 
that by heaping up mounds of earih at the foot of 
the stems, they furnish a bed of mellow earth, so 
far as the roots go, and positively assist the growth ; 
while on the contrary the hilling process buries at 
an unnatural depth a short portion near the stock, 
and lays nearly bare the great mass of the roots at 
a greater distance. In all the experiments which I 
have tried, the practice of hilling has proved a 
positive loss to the crop. This loss varies with the 
depth of the hilling, the dryness of the season, and 
with the depth of the soil and planting, but has 
usually averaged a loss of one-fifth or one-sixth of 
the crop, when compared with the results of flat 
culture. There may be extreme cases, where the 
soil is deep and moist, with little difference. 

But the greatest mistakes are made in this con- 
nection in applying fertilizers. In all of the experi- 


twenty-two feet in diameter. 


ments of which I have had personal knowledge, in 
which superphosphates and other compounds have 
been applied to cornin the hill, the growth of the 
plants for a few weeks has been visibly increased ; 
but all this advantage has been subsequently 
lost, and no final addition to the amount of 
the crop has been gained by the practice. The 
reason appears to be obvious. The six-inch 
circle in the hill, which has been enriched by the 
fertilizer, is not a fiftieth part of the whole area 
over which the roots extend during the later stages 
of growth. On the contrary, when the space be- 
tween the rows has received its portion of the fertil- 
izer through the tubes of the grain drill in planting 
the corn, a positive benefit has resulted to the crop. 
The same advantage would be derived from broad- 
cast application. 

Many years ago, I made an experiment on a row 
of peach trees planted in grass and within a few 
feet of each other. They had been set three or 
four years and were eight or nine feet high. Within 
a few feet of one end of the row, the ground was 
made very rich with a heap of manure. Its stimu- 
lating effect on the nearest tree was such that the 
sh ots made in one season were two feet and a half 
long. The tree which stood seven feet from the 
manured ground made shoots fifteen inches long, 
and at eleven feet distance the shoots grew seven or 
eight inches. At fifteen feet, no perceptible effect 
of the manure was visible, the growth not exceeding 
three inches. The experiment showed that a de- 
cided benefit was gained to the tree at eleven feet 
distance, through the few roots on one side, and 
that the roots formed a radiating circle at least 
The absurdity of the 
practice of applying a small heap of manure at the 
base of the trunk of a tree is obvious. 

Some twenty years ago, I furnished a statement 
to the American Pomological Society, which was 
published in its volume of transactions at the time, 
giving the results of a series of examinations of the 
roots of dwarf pears, the fibres of which had been 
generally supposed to be short and in a dense mass. 
In additional examinations, I found no difficulty in 
tracing the roots of dwarf trees, which had been set 
three or four years, to a distance quite equal to the 
height of the trees, and those which stood five or 
six feet high had circles of roots ten or twelve feet 
in diameter. Since then, Prof. Beal and his stu- 
dents have made more careful examination of the 
roots of orchard apple trees, and found such as 
were twelve or fourteen years old with roots twenty- 
six feet or more in length. The suckers which 
some shade trees have thrown upat a distance from 
the trunk greater than the entire height, furnish ad- 
ditional proof on this subject.—/. 7. Thomas, in 
Proc. of Soc. for Promoting Agricultural Science. 


= 


But I KitLtep Him.—It is not always an easy 
thing to silence the voice of nature, which instinct- 
ively cries out against taking human life. Some- 
times it makes itself heard years after with a cry 
which refuses to be silenced, as in the following in- 
stance: A man who had been a soldier was taken 
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dangerously ill and expected to die. He was in 
extreme distress of mind, which was found to be 
caused by his vivid sense of the crime of having, as 
a soldier, killed a certain colored man. The poor 
victim was trying to escape among the bushes when 
the Englishman fired upon him. Some of those 
who visited the sick man tried to lessen his distress 
by saying that he had only done his duty as a 
soldier. But this could not ease his alarmed con- 
science. ‘But I killed him! I &i/ed him!” he 
repeated. Nothing could explain away to him the 
awful fact which the terrible remembrance of those 
dying eyes, fixed on him, brought home to his 
soul. Nothing but the blood of Christ, which 


cleanseth from all sin, could cleanse his soul from 
that dark spot. 
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that a debate should occur, in any Protestant body, 
on such a question as occupied several hours in the 
Presbyterian Assemby at Cincinnati: namely, as to 
the validity of Roman Catholic Baptism. Much 
excitement is said to have attended this discussion. 

One of the debaters, Dr. Alexander, of San 
Francisco, said: ‘* By a single stroke of the pen we 
propose to cut off from the privileges of Christ’s 
kingdom two hundred millions of people.”’ As if 
that were possible! Can the learned doctor have 
weighed his words? Did he, or those who heard 
him, remember who it was that said to Peter, ‘‘ If 
Z wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me?” Or 
His other words, ‘‘the kingdom of God is within 
you?’’ Very readily this controversy might have 
been settled upon Scriptural grounds: to the effect 
that ‘‘ Roman Catholic”? is as valid as Presbyterian, 
or any other, outward, ritual baptism. The true 
test was set forth by John the Baptist: ‘‘ He that 
sent me to baptize with water, He said unto me, 
upon whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descend- 
ing, and abiding upon him, the same is He that 
baptizeth with the Holy Spirit.” (R.V.) This 
is ‘‘ valid’’ baptism ; and this alone: whatever may 
be the denominational association of him who ex- 
periences it. How clear and simple is Paul’s state- 
ment: ‘‘One Lord, one faith, one baptism !’’ 

licens 

WITH THIS VIEw it may be instructive to contrast 
that which is conveyed by the authorities of the 
Church of Rome; as given in the Catechism sanc- 
tioned by the Third Plenary Council, at Baltimore : 

Q. What is Baptism ? 

A. Baptism is a Sacrament which cleanses us 


from original sin, makes us Christians, children of 
God, and heirs of heaven. 

Q. Are actual sins ever remitted by Baptism? 

A. Actual sins and all the punishment due to 
them are remitted by Baptism, if the person bap- 
tized be guilty of any. 

Q. Is Baptism necessary to salvation ? 

A. Baptism is necessary to salvation, because 
without it we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Q. Who can administer Baptism? 

A. The priest is the ordinary minister of Bap- 
tism ; but in case of necessity any one who has the 
use of reason may baptize. 


If it were an accepted Protestant doctrine that 
‘‘by a stroke of the pen’’ any who would be 
Christians can be cut off from the privileges of 
Christ’s kingdom, then the difference on this sub- 
ject been Protestants and Roman Catholics would 
not be very great; certainly not fundamental. We 
are happy to believe, however, that such a view is 
not held by nearly all Protestants ; that it is, indeed, 
coming to be dissented from by an increasing num- 
ber, outside of as well as within the Society of 
Friends. 


How ImportTaNnT it is, therefore, for the original 
testimony of Friends to be now strenuously and 
consistently upheld: not the mere negation of 
water baptism, but the practical as well as doctrinal 
yielding of all our members to His will who said, 
‘¢ Tf I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” 

Not with contentious feeling, but with sadness 
and humiliation, we observe and appreciate the 
occasion for strong utterance on this subject just 
now by our Yearly Meetings. It is known that 
several acknowledged ministers have recently aban- 
doned the spiritual doctrine of Friends in regard 
to ordinances, without also following the more 
consistent example of those who, on adopting such 
convictions, have resigned their membership in the 
Society. 

Indiana Yearly Meeting has confirmed the action 
of the New York body in regard to this subject, 
through its Representatives, whose Minute will be 
found in another place on our pages. If this be 
followed by similar action on the part of our other 
Yearly Meetings, the dignity as well as security of 
the church will be enhanced, and its fitness for 
effectual service will be much increased. For, to 
use some of the words of the New York Yearly 
Meeting’s late ‘‘ minute of advice :”’ ‘* There is 4 
church conscience which must be respected by its 
individual members. Impulsive, earnest spirits may 
feel such restraint irksome, but the judgment of the 
church, as Christ’s representative, is paramount to 
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wisely, as He is the individual member.”’ 

AcaIN be it said, no contentious feeling is 
herein to be cherished, or even allowed. Firm- 
ness for the right involves no loss of charity. 
“Socrates we love, and Plato we love; but above 


all we love the Truth :’’ isa free rendering of an an- | 


cient and forcible saying. B i : ; 
ying etter would it be, not | eight children survives him. He was especially re- 


only for the peace of the body, but for its evangel- 


izing work in the world, to which we fully believe | 


it to be called, to lose several of its most conspicu- 
ous and active revivalist preachers, than to let fall 
and trail in the dust one of those glorious spiritual 


ties and powers of error and evil upon earth. The 
Society of Friends, as a church, has survived, 
though not unscathed, some severe trials. It is 
passing through one now; by which it will be de- 
cided, whether it shall still live, and grow stronger 
for service for its Lord, or fall, as a house divided 
against itself; its beams and rafters being then scat- 
tered amongst other buildings, or else becoming 
disintegrated in mere confusion and oblivion. 


ee 


THE ATTENTION of our subscribers is called to an 
important notice of the Publisher, on another page. 
Many correspondents have given us the impression 
that, in their opinion, the number of our readers 
ought to be, and could be, largely increased. But 
this can hardly take place without some personal 
suggestion, at least, if not solicitation. Will not 
our friends aid us in this work? Should it succeed 
as we wish, the earliest practicable time will be chosen 
for reducing our price; but to effect this will re- 
quire prompt and hearty co operation. 


DIED. 


_THORNDIKE.—Sixth mo, 8th, 1885, John Thorn- 
dike, aged 59 years; a member of Weare Monthly 
Meeting, N. H. 

His life ot quiet, unassuming, earnest devotion en- 
deared him to a large circle of friends, and though 
surrounded by much to make life pleasant, as the 
“ Reaper” steadily approached, he meekly welcomed 
the blessed language, “ Friend, come up higher,” and 
sweetly, peacefully passed away, fully ripe for the 
heavenly garner. 


SOUTHWICK.— Died suddenly, at his residence in 
Uxbridge, Mass., Fourth mo. 12th, 1885, Jonathan F. 
Southwick; a highly esteemed member and Elder of 
Uxbridge Monthly Meeting, in the 86th year of his age. 

This dear Friend adorned his profession by an ex- 
emplary Christian life; and will be greatly missed by 
his family, the meeting, and the community in which 
he lived. He has left the comforting assurance that 
he was fully prepared for the change. 


The Lord will give wisdom, | 
and the Holy Spirit is as able to guide the church | 
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HAWORTH.—Died, Third mo. 4th, 1885, at Ver- 
milion Grove, Illinois, Thomas Haworth, son of Joel 
and Susanna Haworth, in his 4oth year, after several 
months of patient suffering. 

He peacefully passed away, leaving the blessed evi- 
dence that he was prepared to meet his God in peace. 
Often after extreme suffering was his voice heard 


| blessing the Lord for His goodness and mercies to him, 


WINSLOW.—Died, Fifth mo. 19th, 1885, William 


| F, Winslow, in the 52d year of his age; a member of 


Walnut Ridge Monthly Meeting, Ind. 
He removed to Indiana from North Carolinain early 
life, and in 1860 married Mary J. Paterson, who with 


| markable for his strong confidence in God, for his 





earnestness and zeal for the right, for his hatred of 
hypocrisy and love of truth, and for his benevolence 


| and generosity. All who were in any trouble, the poor, 


those who were in any need, physical or spiritual, found 


| in him a helping friend, His religious experience 
Uedncales enamaiiel 10% to © b ot dates trom the revival of 1867, at Walnut Ridge, which 
O bear as Danners 1M | he defended in his last hours. 


the warfare ot Christ’s army against the principali- | 


Of him truly may it 
be said: “ He was a good man, full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost.” 


HAVERFORD COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT. 


The annual commencement exercises of Haverford 
College were held Third-day morning, Sixth mo. 23d, 
in Alumni Hall, The day being bright and cool the 
ceremonies were attended by a large number of per- 
sons from this city and the surrounding neighborhood, 

Among others who occupied seats on the platform 
were Francis T. King, of Baltimore; Edward C. 
Sampson, of New York; James Wood, of Mt. Kisco, 
New York, and Philip C. Garrett, Elliston P. Morris, 
David Scull, Howard Comfort, and Charles Roberts, 
all of this city. Prof. Thomas Chase, President of 
Haverford College, presided, and other members of 
the faculty and corporation were on the platform. 

The exercises began with a Latin salutatory, spoken 
by Augustus Taber Murray. Others of the graduating 
class delivered declamations as follows: Chas, Winter 
Baily on “ Frederick the Wise and the Reformation ;” 
William Timothy Hussey on “ Three Forces in His- 
tory ;” Rufus Matthews Jones on “ Mysticism and its 
Exponents ;” Joseph Lybrand Markley on “The Teach- 
ings of Buddha;” Augustus Henry Reeve on “ A Po- 
litical Retrospect,” and Enos L, Doan on the “ Pres- 
ent Aspects of Poetry.” 

William Samuel Hilles delivered the valedictory, 
and the programme concluded with the baccalaureate 
address by President Chase. 

Before the audience had dispersed James Wood 
stepped forward on the platform and on behalf of 
some of the old graduates of the college, who had 
studied under Président Chase a number of years ago, 
presented the college with a handsome oil portrait of 
the latter, executed by J. H. Lazarus, of New York. 
The painting during the exercises was covered with a 
curtain, and hung directly above the President's chair. 
It was accepted for the college in a brief speech by 
Francis T. King, a member of the first class that was 
ever formed in Haverford College. 

The graduating class of the college was as follows: 
Classical Section—Samuel Bettle, Camden, N. J.; 
Enos L. Doan, Valley Mills, Ind.; William Taber 
Ferris, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; William Samuel Hilles, 
Wilmington, Del.; William Timothy Hussey, North 
Berwick, Me.; Arthur Winslow Jones, South China, 
Me. ; Rufus Matthew Jones, South China, Me. ; Joseph 
Lybrand Markley, East Nantmeal, Pa.; Marriott 
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Canby Morris, Germantown, Pa.; Augustus Taber 
Murray, New Bedford, Mass. ; Augustus Henry Reeve, 
Camden, N.J.; William Foster Reeve, Camden, N.J.; 
Isaac Sutton, Bush Hill, N. C.; Elias Henley White, 
Raysville, Ind.; William Frederick Wickersham, Ken- 
nett Square, Pa. 

Scientific Section—Charles Winter Baily, Philadel- 
phia ; John J. Blair, High Point, N. C.; Theodore Wil- 
liam Richards, Pomeroy, Pa.; Matthew Terrell Wil- 
son, Spiceland, Ind. 

Joseph Lybrand Markley was the first scholar in 
the Department of Arts and Science, and Theodore 
William Richards the first in the Scientific Department. 

The graduating class was the largest ever sent out 
from the college. William Samuel Hilles received 
the Alumni prize for composition and oratory. 

The honorary degree of Master of Arts was granted 
to Dr. Robert H. Chase, of Norristown; Julius L. 
Tomlinson, of North Carolina; Dr. H. Longstreet 
Taylor of Cincinnati ; and George A. Barton, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. Prof. Thomas Newlin, of Haverford Col- 


lege, received the degree of Bachelor of Science, on 
examination. 


LONDON YEARLY MEETING, 1885. 


(Concluded from page 740.) 

On Seventh-day, 23d, an account was given of the 
deputation of Friends to Paris last year to influence 
the French government and people respecting Mada- 
gascar, A pamphlet was prepared in French and cir- 
culated amongst members of the French Chambers 
and others; the cost, £71, was subscribed privately. 
In this publication it was clearly shown by reference 
to the Malagasy “ Red books,” that all the four heads 
of grievances against the Hovas were groundless, ex- 
cepting the matter of land-registration, on which they 
are willing to give satisfaction. The meeting warmly 
approved of what had been done. 

At the concern of our aged friend, Lovell Squire, a 
simple, loving letter was directed to be prepared, ad- 
dressed to the children amongst us; some use may 
also be made of it outside our Society. The letter was 
brought in at a later sitting, and was felt to be of much 
value. 

Second-day, 25th, being “‘ Whit-monday” and a gen- 
eral holiday, saw a full meeting assembled to hear the 
Home Mission Committee’s report. This showed more 
of steady pursuit of work than of much extension 
during the year, There are about six Friends engaged 
under the committee, devoting all or nearly all their 
time to mission work. Some are mostly occupied in 
one district; two, F. Sessions and George Wood, spend 
much of their time in visiting different meetings and 
stations where help is needed. There are, however, 
more applications for the services of workers than 
offers from Friends qualified for the work. £976 had 
been spent during the year in grants in aid of the 
work, expenses of workers, &c, There was a very long 
discussion on this report; a number of Friends ex- 
pressing dissatisfaction with what had been done, es- 
pecially as to anything like the payment of ministers, — 
also the manner of worship in mission meetings. A 
much larger number, however, felt thankfulness and 
satisfaction in the work ; and it was shown that the pe- 
cuniary support of Friends engaged is guarded as 
much as possible, and is also restricted to a small scale. 
Those who enter on this work certainly do not live on 
the fat of the land. The committee is very vigilant, 
and mindful of the need of upholding the testimony 
of the Society to the freedom of Gospel ministry. In 
the end a new committee was appointed, consisting of 
most members of the last with some additions. It was, 
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however, rather painful to do this evidently against 
the judgment of a number of Friends. 

J. G. Alexandet explained the present state of the 
opium trade question, The Chinese government are 
withdrawing the protest they have so long made 
against the introduction of the drug, and agree to put 
a small tax uponit, Thiswill involve a small loss to 
the Indian Budget, to which the opium revenue still 
contributes seven or eight millions of pounds sterling, — 
and we shall no longer be able to say that we are 
forcing the opium on the Chinese against their protest. 
This new phase is a doubtful improvement. 

War came next in review. A. W. Bennett spoke of 
the war in Egypt as most frightful, cruel and useless, 
though carried on by a government to whom most of 
us owed a hearty allegiance. This subject took some 
hold of the meeting, and an address to the government 
was issued later, expressing satisfaction at the termina. 
tion of the deeply painful Soudan conflict, and thank. 
fulness at the successful efforts of the government to 
refer the dispute with Russia to arbitration, 

The Foreign Mission Meeting was held in the even- 
ing; our veteran, Isaac Sharp, in the chair. The 
Treasurer's report showed a deficit of £1275. J. S. 
Sewell spoke on Madagascar, as well as Mr. George 
Cousens of the London Missionary Society. The war 
has done damage in the country districts ; people have 
gone back to their superstitions, The time for the ac- 
cession of large numbers to Christianity is gone by, 
but the churches are becoming more settled. Maria 
Feltham gave an account of the work in Syria. Mr, 
Swanston, long a Presbyterian missionary at Amoy, 
drew a graphic picture of the Chinese nation, its per- 
tinacity, its ubiquitous spread ; indifference, not idola- 
try, is what we have to meet amongst the Chinese, 
Samuel Baker and Charles Gayford addressed the 
meeting on the Indian Mission. 

On Third-day, 26th, after some discussion about the 
Charity Commissioners, and a testimony to Robert 
A. Mather, one of the original Friends of Hobart 
Town, Tasmania, the Continental Committee of the 
Meeting for Sufferings reported. Interesting accounts 
were given of the small bodies of Friends in the dif- 
ferent Australian colonies. Edward Sayce and John 
A. Horsfall, both from Melbourne, were present. J. 
J. Neave’s “ ever acceptable” company was spoken of 
in the Victoria report. Friends in the colonies are very 
anxious to start a Friends’ school,—probably at Ho- 
bart. A scheme was proposed at a conference held 
during Yearly Meeting and committed for further con- 
sideration. 

The reports from Denmark, Norway, Germany and 
France, read on Fourth-day, contained no special 
points. Walter Morris has left the first-named country 
for a time on account of poor health. We all desire 
he may find the refreshment he so much needs by a 
few months in England. Louis Rasche, from Minden, 
in Germany, was present, 

Particulars were given of the few Friends engaged 
in mission work in Syria, Turkey, Madagascar and 
India. A minute was made expressing the sympathy 
felt for these isolated workers, placed often in respon- 
sible positions and cut off from much outward religious 
help. A copy with the Clerk’s autograph signature Is 
to go to each. 

The Epistles to the Yearly Meetings in Ireland 
and America were brought in on Fifth-day, 28th, 
Allen Jay had an opportunity of putting the claims of 
Earlham College before Friends, Of the three col 
leges in the United States belonging to Friends, Earl- 
ham, in Indiana, is of much interest; there are 175 
pupils of both sexes, with a very earnest Christian spirit 
among them, They have a “ Friends’ Missionary So- 
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ety.” What was said about the,American higher 
educational work gave rise toinquiry in another meet- 
ing next day, whether we in England are doing our 
duty in caring for the needs of our highly-educated 
young people. Many wealthy Friends send their sons 
to Cambridge University. There is now a well-estab- 
shed meeting there, commenced last year. Some 
think that a Friends’ “ Hall of Residence” at Cam- 
bridge would be useful. 

The General Epistle, after passing through its vari- 
ous sub-committees, was brought in in the afternoon, 
and accepted by the meeting ; and after the usual con- 
cluding minutes, in which the compassions of the Lord 
were acknowledged amid all our unworthiness, the 
Yearly Meeting came to an end. 

The Home Mission Meeting was held in the evening. 
John Edw. Wilson in the chair, and interesting ad- 
dresses were given by H. S. Newman, George Wood, 
A. R. Whiting, W. Hobson, and the Clerks of the com- 
mittee——J. B. Hodgkin, and J. F. Stewart. 


= 


NEW ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING. 


(Concluded from page 746.) 

Report of the Committee on Freedmen’s Education 
was next read. The Maryville school reports an en- 
rollment for the past year of 102. Average daily, 54. 
Number in training class, 85. Number teaching in 
different States,95. Greatest number taught at any 


one time by these teachers, 5,225. There are now 73 
members of Southland Monthly Meeting, some of 
whom are away engaged in teaching, but still mani- 
fest an attachment to the Society. The George Sturge 
Fund has been carefully expended in assisting colored 


students in gaining their education. 
The minutes of the Representative Meeting were 
read, 

Acommunication was read from the executors of 
the estate of Henry Camp, Bristol, Eng., stating that a 
small legacy had been left to Maryville Normal Insti- 
tute by the said Henry Camp. 

A communication was also read from Daniel Breed, 
of Washington City, D. C., relative to the need of a 
“National Friends’ Meeting” in that city, but this 
meeting did not deem the proposal a feasible one at 
present. 

A public meeting of the Women’s Foreign Mission 
Association was held in the evening, and largely at- 
tended, Ruth S, Murray, President of the Association, 
stated that there are now 600 members; that con- 
siderable work had been done the past year, and that 
there were nearly $600 in the treasury. After Scrip- 
ture reading, prayer was offered by Asa C. Tuttle and 
Caroline E. Talbott, who prayed fervently for all our 
missionaries, particularly those with Bishop Taylor. 
Eli Jones, Seth C, Rees, M. M. Binford and Emeline 
Tuttle then addressed the meeting upon the Syrian, 
African, Mexican and Indian work. An original poem 
was read by Mary R. Jones. A collection was taken 
up, amounting to $60. 

Third-day, Sixth mo, 16th——The meeting assem- 
bled in joint seSsion. The Foreign Mission Committee 
reported their work prosperous for the past year. Re- 
ceipts, $2.795.51. Balance on hand, $200.95. A col- 
lection was taken up, amounting to $300. 

The Committee in charge of Oak Grove Seminary 
reported a gratifying progress in the school during the 
past year, The religious interest has also been good. 
$1000 were subscribed in open meeting for finishing 
and furnishing the school Building. 

A large Committee on General Meetings and Gospel 

ork was appointed, The committee on Temperance 
made a satisfactory report, but it is a matter of regret 


that this meeting cannot place itself more squarely in 
the forefront of the battle for prohibition. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs was 
the occasion of the third collection in this session, and 
$60 were raised to‘aid in this work. Various other 
committees presented thelr reports at the afternoon 
session. Cornelius D. Barnes visited the women’s 
meeting, and Caroline E. Talbott came with a mes- 
sage of love and admonition to the men’s meeting. 

The public meeting of the Bible-school Committee 
was held in the evening, and was addressed by Seth 
C. Rees, M. M. Binford, Caroline E. Talbott and Hul- 
dah E, Rees, upon the importance of Bible-schools 
and their relation to the church. 

Fourth-day, Sixth mo, 17th.—By a letter from a 
member of the Maine M. E. Conference, we received 
the fraternal greetings of that body, and steps were 
taken to send delegates to their next Conference. 

The Committee on Finance reported appropriations 
as follows, with which the meeting united, viz.: Indian 
affairs, $595; Foreign Missions, $750; Bible-schools, 
$100; Freedmen, $1000; aid to Friends in British 
Provinces, $50; Temperance, $200; Peace, $50; Edu- 
cation, $100. Total, $2,845. 

The Epistles to other Yearly Meetings were read, 
also returning minutes for ministers in attendance. 

After various other minor matters of business, the 
meeting concluded. 

The attendance has been larger than for some years 
past, including many young pédople, most of whom are 
deeply interested in the work of the church and con- 
secrated to the Master’s service. The public meetings 
of the various committees were all well attended and 
productive of much good; also, the devotional meet- 
ings held twice each day, and often followed by in- 
quiry meetings. Ministers labored together in har- 
mony. At the last session of the Yearly Meeting a 
minute was adopted reaffirming the position of Friends 
with reference to the spirituality of the Gospel dispen- 
sation, and directing subordinate meetings not to re- 
ceive or forward on their way any who give just cause 
for uneasiness in this respecct. 


-—— ad 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


THIRD QUARTER. 
LESSON II. Seventh month r2th, 1885. 
IDOLATRY ESTABLISHED. 


GoLpDEN 
Ex, xx. 3. 


I Kings xii. 25—33. 


Text.—Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


In our last lesson we saw the kingdom divided. 
Judah and Benjamin remained with Rehoboam, 
and the other ten chose Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, to be their king. Rehoboam seems to have 
made one effort to conciliate them. He sent 
«« Adoram, who was over the tribute,” to them. 
(See I Kings iv. 6.) He had also superintended the 
levy made by Solomon (ch. v. 14), and probably 
Rehoboam selected him as being qualified to deal 
with complaints arising on that ground. He must 
have been one of the oldest of the old men who 
had stood before Solomon. But he could scarcely 
have chosen any one more obnoxious to the rebels, 
and Adoram immediately fell a prey to their anger. 
Then Rehoboam realized that they were in earnest, 
and entered his chariot to return to Jerusalem. 
Here he assembled his armed men, 180,000 in 
number, to compel the ten tribes to return to their 
allegiance ; but God, through the prophet Shemaiah, 
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forbade him to fight against his brethren. 
separation was accomplished, and in this lesson we 
are to study the means which Jeroboam made use 
of to confirm himself in his newly acquired king- 
dom. 


So the 


25. Then Jeroboam built Shechem in Mount 
Ephraim. R.V. ‘In the hill country of Ephraim.” 
‘¢ Built ” here means built up, enlarged, fortified, 
so as to make it suitable for his capital. It was 
centrally located in the midst of his own tribe, 
which was also the most powerful of the ten tribes. 
And went out thence and built Penuel. That is, 
when he had finished one fortified city, he went out 
and fortified another. Penuel (see Gen. xxxii. 24, 
32) was about twenty miles east of Jordan. It was 
on the great caravan road, which led through 
Gilead to Damascus, and thence past Palmyra and 
along the Euphrates to Mesopotamia. It was 
probably on account of its situation that Jeroboam 
fortified it to defend his sovereignty over Gilead 
against hostile attacks from the northeast ‘and 
east.— Keil. The tower of Sichem had been burnt 
down by Abimelech (Judg. ix 49) and the tower 


of Penuel had been destroyed by Gideon (Judy. | 


viii. 17).—Xez/. So far, Jeroboam had showed 
himseif a wise and prident monarch. 

26. And Jeroboam said in his heart, now shall 
the kingdom return to the house of David. Here 
began Jeroboam’s sin. ‘*The charge which is 
brought against Jeroboam is scarcely intelligible, 
if we forget that his kingdom stood, like that which 
was in Jerusalem, upon the promise and covenant 
of God. (See I Kings xi. 38.) He had a right to 
believe that the God of Abraham and of Isaac, of 
David and of Solomon, would be with him, and 
would establish for him a sure house. He had a 
right to live and act upon this conviction. His sin 
was that he did not act upon it. He did not trust 
the living God.” —Maurice. 

27. If this people go up to do sacrifice (R. V. ‘to 
offer sacrifices ”) 2” the house of the Lord at Jeru- 
salem. Leaving out of the question God’s promise 
to him, Jeroboam was perfectly right from a worldly 
point of view in his argument. But even leaving 
out the promise, he is not excused in his action. 
Contra. Dan. iii. 17 and 18. 

28. Whereupon the king took counsel and made 
two calves of gold.. Much has been written as to 
these two calves. Some have thought that it was a 
revival of the worship of the golden calf as insti- 
tuted by Aaron, and doubtless Jeroboam had this 
in his mind. Cf. Ex. xxxii. 4—8. Stanley sup- 
poses that Jeroboam brought with him from Egypt 
the idea ot the worship of the sacred bull. Others 
suggest that there may be a connection between 
Jeroboam’s calves and the worship of the Phceni- 
cians, on whose coins a sacred calf or bull is still to 
be seen. Again, they may have been imitations of 
something in the cherubim in Solomon's temple at 
Jerusalem. Ezekiel, who, as a priest, must have 
been familiar with the appearance of these mystical 
figures, gives.as one aspect of the cherubim the 
face of an ox. Fz. i. to. Lastly, the national 
symbol of Ephraim was the bullock (Deut. xxxiii. 
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17) and this may have been an additional reason 
for the choice. In any case, it is clear that Jero. 
boam’s intention was to form a new outward sane. 
tuary, and thus divert his people from their visits 
to Jerusalem. They might continue their worship 
of Jehovah. and he expressly recognizes, as did 
Aaron, the God ‘‘ which had brought Israel out of 
Egypt.”” Cf. Ex. xxxii. 4, and I Kings xii, 28, 
There was evidently a distinction made between 
this sin and the actual idolatry which Ahab intro- 
duced. See Il Kings x. 28—31. ‘‘ But this theory 
of palliation effects Lut little afterall. * * * * It 
is, in fact, a dangerous exegesis which draws dis. 
tinctions or degrees in a question of sin and moral 
guilt. It is observable how the least fligrant, no 
less than the most violent, of these cases of image. 
worship, led to idolatry and apostasy. Not only 
did Aaron’s calf lead on to Moloch and Chiun, and 
Jeroboam’s to Baal and Ashtaroth, but even Gid- 
eon’s domestic and apparently harmless ephod soon 
degenerated into the gross formulary of Buaal-berith, 
(Judg. viii. 27, comp. with 33.) —Aé¢o.” 

29. And he set the one in Bethel. The two new 
symbols he put in two new sanctuaries, one at each 
extremity of his kingdom. Beth-el—the house of 
God. It is about twelve miles from Jerusalem, and 
would thus intercept worshippers who might be on 
their way to attend the feast there. [t was already 
a holy place. See Gen. xii. 8; xxviii. 11—19 ; Judg. 
xx. 26,andI Sam. x. 3. ‘‘ This appropriation 
(to the worship of the calf) completely desecrated 
Bethel in the estimation of the orthodox Jews ; and 
the prophets name it with abhorrence and con. 
tempt—even applying to it the name of Beth aven 
(house of idols) instead of Beth el (house of (sod). 
Amos i. 5; Hos. iv. 15; v. 8; x. 5, 8.’’—Kitio. 
And the other put hein Dan. This was the most 
northern point in the kingdom. It was not the 
town of that name which is of later date, but a 
very remarkable cavern, about four miles distant in 
one of the ridges of Monnt Hermon. This place 
was well-known even in the days of Abraham. Sve 
Gen. xiii. 14. It had, in fact, long been a heathen 
sanctuary, Judg. xviii. 28, 29. and was afterwards 
used as a place of worship by the children of Dan. 
Judg. xviii. 30, 31. It was, therefore, sacred from 
ancient associations, both heathen and Israelitish, 
as well as convenient geographically for all the 
northern tribes. — Zodd. 

30. And this thing became a sin. It was sinful 
in itself, breaking the second commandment (Ex. 
xx. 4). It led to other sins, even to idoiatry, 
breaking also the first commandment. It led to the 
obscene rites often practiced at idol shrines or 
the people went to worship before the one. (R. V. 
margin ‘* before each of them’’) even unto Dan. 
That is, the whole people went to worship before 
one or other of these calves, 

31. And he made an house of high places. RB. 
V. houses of high places,” one at Bethel and 
one at Dan, and made priests from the lowest of the 
people. Much better with the R. V. “‘ and made 
priests from among all the people.”? The Hebrew 
signifies ‘‘from the ends of the people,” that 8 
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from all the tribes.” Which were not of the sons 
Levi. The Priests and Levites unanimously re- 
fgsed to countenance the new worship and left their 
houses in the kingdom of Israel and went to settle 
in Judah. IL Chron. xi. 13, 14. 

32. And Jeroboam ordained a feast * * * like 
ynto the feast that is in Judah. ‘That is the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which was held on the fifteenth of 
he Seventh month. Cf. chap. viii. 2.‘ Had Jero- 
bam provided no counter attraction for this great 
gstive gathering in Judah (as the feast of the har- 
yest it was the most joyous feast of the year) he 
night have found it a formidable temptation to his 
subjects." —Pulptt Com. And he offered upon the 
star. R. V. ‘¢and he went up unto the altar ’’— 
galso in Vv. 33. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1, The central lesson is that Jeroboam disregard- 
dor doubted the promise which God had made him 
and set about to establish his house in his own way. 
He did succeed in his intention of preventing the 
house of Israel from returning to Rehoboam, but 
be entirely failed in his real object, and his line 
ended with his grandson on account of his sin. Cf. 
Rom. X. 3. 

2, Wrong-doing puts an everlasting blot upon our 
nme, Ch. xiv. 16; xv. 30, 34; xvi. 2—26; ch. 
mii, 52. 

3: V. 33- One main point in Jeroboam’s sin was 
that he ‘* devised out of his own heart’’ new sym- 
bols, temples, priests, times and methods, which he 
lhought would serve his own private ends better 
han the divinely appointed ones. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED BY WOMEN'S 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr. Lesanon, Syria, Fourth mo. 14th, 188s. 

I went in company of Abdelnour, our assistant, and 
examined the girls of Mansourieh; we found thirty girls 
and two boys at the school. Seventeen of them could 
tead nicely in the Gospel, and the others are still in 
the spelling book. This school suffered on account of 
the teacher's illness, which 1 reported two months ago, 
but now I see that the school has made good progress. 
The children were examined in the Gospel story, and 
they answered well; they repeated also many texts 
from the Holy Scriptures by heart, even whole chap- 
ters,and did some arithmetic; repeated the Lord's 
prayer and the ten commandments, and many nice 
hymns, and answered 300 Bible questions from the 
Old and New Testaments, 

_About thirty women ‘were present at this examina- 

tion and expressed their thankfulness to their Phila- 

delphia friends. After all was finished, 1 addressed 
the women and said that we altogether, with our friends 
at Philadelphia, wish that they should learn to know 
the Gospel and give their hearts to Jesus. One woman 
said, “*Have you ever heard that a cow has learned 
loread? Soitis with us women; we cannot learn. 

God made us for ‘hard work in this world.” Then I 

said,“ No! He made you forheaven.” “Yes,” said 

she, “that is, after all, our best hope ; we rejoice that 
our daughters get educated, but with us old women do 
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not trouble yourself, because it is in vain.” I said, 
ou sister, what is impossible by men, is possible by 
od,” 

About twenty years ago was a man killed at Man- 
sourieh, which caused a great division among the in- 
habitants, so that they are divided into two parties, al- 
ways hating each other so that even in their church 
they had some fighting among them, that they had to 
be separated from each other by wooden bars, which 
looks very singular indeed. Only in the school we 
find the children of the two parties sitting together in 
love and peace, learning the same lesson of Christian 
love and forbearance. 1 see that Mansourieh is 1m- 
proving ; the people from both parties are mixing up 
with each other now and then without commotion ; 
they seem to dress better and cleaner, and they im- 
prove also their houses, and are no more so fanatical, 
but it needs much patience, love and wisdom to treat 
them. 

Malaky Janhoo sends her Christian salutations to 
all of you, and thanks heartily for your prayerful in- 
terest, * * with Christian love to all of you. 

Your fellow worker, 
THEOPHILUS WALDEMEIER. 
Maramoras, Fifth mo. 6th, 1885. 

Our school is progressing nicely. We have good 
attendance ; 104 were present at last Sabbath-school. 
On Seventh-day I visited fourteen families, the mem- 
bers of our Dorcas. What pleasure these visits always 
give me; there is so much to be done, | find no time 
to be idle in the immense field of labor. I am trying 
to keep up a growing interest in the Dorcas by en- 
couraging the members to piece quilts, in order that 
each may have one at the close of the present year. 
During my vacation we will quilt all we have on hand 
at that time. I find it necessary to appeal to you for 
more bits of patchwork; it is not necessary that you 
baste them, but it will save postage to cut them before 
sending. I shall be exceedingly obliged if each mem- 
ber will kindly send me a small package to Browns- 
ville, Texas. The children of our sewing department 
have already finished three quilts they commenced 
with the patchwork from Philadelphia, and since then 
Western friends have suppliedthem. The girls of my 
room joined the Dorcas (being the largest girls of the 
school); they pay six cents each month, with which 
we will buy calico for them to make into dresses, 
during their sewing hours in school, for poor little chil- 
dren. My object in organizing this Society among the 
girls was to bring them up in the work; ¢hey are our 
hope. While we may do all we can for the mothers, 
they can never make as efficient workers as they could 
have done had they been brought up in the cause. I 
must not fail to mention that 1 am teaching two girls 
to knit stockings. This is quite a new feature in our 
school. I do not know of a single native that is able 
to knit. 

Iam quite sure you are all very anxious by this 
time to hear how our new Sabbath-school on the 
Plaza de la Capillais prospering. I am exceedingly 
encouraged in my work there. It was quite a new ex- 
perience to have the members of my class to ask me 
for a Bible; last Sabbath I was able to take two, 
through the kindness of our friend, Gulielma Purdie. 
They had never heard of a Bible before. My class is 
composed of married women and grown-up girls. As 
I have written you before, it is in a large ‘‘ upper 
room,” which overlooks the “‘ Plaza de los Torres,”* or 
the plaza for bull-fights, which is enclosed by a wall 
of reeds, Last Sabbath we had a good attendance, 
although it was the principal day of the Fair, which is 
being held in the same plaza as our school; also, a 
bull-fight in the adjoining plaza, * * * This is a 
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week of general amusement, as it always is during the 
Fair—gambling, bull-fighting, cock-fighting, dancing 
and theatre going, * * 

We have been forcibly impressed this week that we 
must do something to prevent our children from par- 


ticipating in these sinful amusements, and have de- | 


cided to form a “ Mercy Band” in our school. Many 
of the. children have already expressed a desire to 
join. 

An unknown friend of mine in Philadelphia has 
been for some time sending me a little paper, entitled 
“Our Dumb Animals,” from which we get some good 
ideas. Will you kindly inform me at what rate 100 
of badges can be bought? We want the “Star 
Badges,” as they will be more serviceable. * * * 

Shall we sit still and let the great sin of this land 
abound without an effort on our part? We need 
Bibles! I need them in my school-room. If I had 
enough Testaments for each child in my school-room 


to have one, we cannot tell what a spread of the | 


Gospel it would make. I lent one to a little pupil of 
mine sometime since to learn a passage from. In a 
few days his father (a Catholic) sent to me for a Bible. 
Now he reads and studies it. 

Will you send me three dozen Testaments and 
Psalms and God's blessihg on them? * * * May 
God’s richest blessings rest on us and the work, and 
may we use our strength for His glory only. 

With love to all, your sister in Christ, 


JuLia L. BALLINGER. 


TRUE MAGNANIMITY. 


It is pleasant to record that when the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, after a fortnight’s almost incessant 
round of traveling, were the Sunday guests of the 
Duke of Abercorn at Baronscourt, the Princess, after 


having attended divine service, visited the room of | 


a poor working girl in the neighboring town of 
Newtownstewart, and remained with the dying suf- 
ferer for two hours. What passed during the long 
interview on that quiet Sabbath afternoon probably 
will never be known on earth, for the girl passed 
into eternal rest a tew hours afterwards ; but there 
is in the fact a lesson and an example for those in 
less exalted positions who have it in their power to 
carry comfort and love to the homes and hearts of 
the lowly and suffering, and who profess to be un- 
able to find time for the exercise of such practical 
Christianity. 

There has been a ‘‘ royal progress’’ down at the 
East-end)which was all the more royal for the 
moral dignity that appertained to it. The Princess 
Louise made her tour through Whitechapel, Mile 
End, and Bethnal Green, not merely to make a 
display and attract a host of wondering spectators, 
but to perform a pleasant and worthy task—first, to 
open an Industrial Exhibition ; secondly, to open 
a public garden; and, thirdly, to preside at the in- 
augural ceremony of the conversion of a church- 
yard into a healthful and enjoyable open space. 

There was something specially remarkable about 
the public garden. It was formed out of land 


owned by a lady who had intended to let the spot | 


on a building lease, but was induced to offer it to 
Lord Brabazon’s Association. The local authori- 


ties were asked to take the place into their care, | 
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but, we are told, ‘‘ they refused the duty.” Two 
ladies then paid for a fountain, and a third defrayed 
the cost of laying out the grounds. So the work 
was done without ‘‘the authorities,’ and the 
Princess came to celebrate the conclusion. The 
people were delighted, and East London gave ihe 
Royal lady and her friends a joyful welcome, | 
is far from the East to the West; but where both 
are in one city, the distance is not too great for the 
rich to go forth and visit their humble neighbors, 
Three hundred dock laborers, whom that morn. 


| ing even the docks could not employ. were enter. 


tained at a breakfast, ‘‘at which Lord Lorne, Mrs, 
Gladstone, and many others rendered good service 
in waiting upon the guests.’’ ‘* Thou shalt be 
blessed,”’ said the Master, ‘‘ for they cannot recom. 
pense thee.”” We doubt not there was a blessing 
down at Wapping that May morning, such as js 
often wanting in the gay and dazzling assemblies of 
the Westend. Such gatherings as these have 
heaven's smile upon them, and who shall say how 
far such intercourse may avail to unite the hearts 
of rich and poor, so that the latter shall bless the 


| former, instead of launching forth that bitter curse 


which comes of despairing poverty. Human beings 
have hearts which respond to the touch of sympathy, 
just as surely as they resent the want of it. From 
the poor there may not proceed an immediate 
recompense; but the history of the French Revo 
lution shows how the wretched can retaliate. If 
the rich and royal will not go to the poor, the poor 
may some day come to them ina form which will 
admit of no denial. The graceful and sympathizing 
words of Mrs. Gladstone were a fitting pendant to 
the feast, and will not be forgotten.— Zhe (Lom 
don) Christian. 


ea SEO 


THE COLoRS oF STARS.—Some proceedings at a 


| recent meeting of the Astronomical Society of Liver- 


pool draw from a correspondent to the Fost of that 
city a communication that concludes as follows: It is 


| interesting to note, with regard to the color red, about 


which there is some doubt as to the existence of a red 
star in the sky, that nine of Hind'’s discoveries are re- 
corded as being red, and one absolutely crimson, like 
to a “ blood-drop on the black ground of the sky, 
identical with the discovery made quite recently by 
Mr. W.S. Frank, F. R. A. S., who came across Bir- 
mingham’s 521 Cygni, “which was like a drop of 
blood in the black sky.” The discoverers of R. Gem- 
inorum stated its having passed through blue, yellow 
and red during the 571 days of the gradations in Ils 
lustre. Mt. Hind also wrote, in 1850, that in October, 
1845, he remarked a most fiery or scarlet star on the 
contines of Lupus and Orion, adding that it was the 
most deeply colored he had yet seen, and in striking 
contrast with a beautiful white star preceding it one 
minute. Signor Sertini raised the question as [0 
whether colors may or may not be found to vary with 
time. a 
Optical peculiarities are known to exist in the 
making of observations. Professor Struve found that 
Sir William Herschel saw most objects with a redder 
tinge than they have since proved to possess. There 
are many examples of very sharp eyes being unable 
to distinguish colors correctly, among whom was 
George, Duke ‘of Marlborough, who was an amateur 
astronomer, and possessed good sight in other re 


eee ee ed oS Se 





learts 
s the 
curse 
elngs 
athy, 
‘rom 
diate 
Re V0- 
If 
poor 
wilh 
izing 
nt to 


Lom 


ata 
iver- 
that 
It is 
bout 
r red 
e re 
like 
ky,” 
y by 
Bir. 
p of 
reM- 
llow 
n its 
ber, 
_ the 
; the 
king 
one 
5 to 
with 


the 
that 
ider 
here 
able 
was 
teur 
Te 


THE FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


—— 


| 
| 
| 


sects. Others have had this singular physical defect 
in regard to particular colors only; for instance, 
Dalton—atomic Daltoun—who, though so conversant 
with the laws of the spectrum, could not discriminate 
between scarlet and brown, and of whom the story is 
told that he bought pink stockings instead of drab 
colored, and went to a meeting arrayed inthem. So 
also were two celebrated men, Troughtorand Dugald 
Stewart, affected, but their peculiarity consisted in 
confusing scarlet with green, and pink with blue To 
the former the ripe cherry with its leaf were of one 
hue, only to be distinguished by their form, yet his 
eyesight was sharp enough for the examination of the 
minutest subdivisions of graduated instruments, 

Thompson’s starlike description of colors will be 
remembered by your readers for its beauty : 

First the flaming red 

Sprang vivid forth: the tawny orange next ; 
And next delicious yellow: by whose side 
Fell the kind beams of all refreshing green. 
Then the pure blue that swells autumnal skies, 
Ethereal play’d ; and then of sadder hue, 
Emerg’d the deepen’d indigo, as when 
The heavy-skirted evening droops with frost, 
Whilst the last gleamings of refracted light 
Died in the fainting violet away.— Phila. Pub. Ledger. 


SHARED. 


BY LUCY LARCOM. 


I said it in the meadow-path— 

I say it on the mountain stairs ;— F 
The best things any mortal hath 

Are those which every mortal shares, 


The air we breathe—the sky the breeze— 
The light without us and within— 

Life, with its unlocked treasuries— 
God's riches are for all to win, 


The grass is softer to my tread 
For rest it yields unnumbered feet ; 
Sweeter to me the wild rose red, 
Because she makes the whole world sweet, 


Into your heavenly loneliness 

Ye welcomed me, oh solemn peaks! 
And me in every guest you bless 

Who reverently your mystery seeks, 


And up the radiant peopled way 
That opens into worlds unknown, 
It will be life’s delight to say, 
“* Heaven is not heaven for me alone.” 


Rich through my brethren’s poverty ! 
Such wealth were hideous! I am blest 
Only in what they share with me, 
In what I share with ail the rest. 
—Good Company. 
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SHALL WE MEET? 


Shall we meet the shining angels 
Who have guarded us while here ? 
Shall we listen to their welcomes, 
And return their words of cheer ? 
Shall we be their bright companions, 
Far beyond this land of tears? 
Shall we share their holy raptures 
Through the lapse of endless years? 


Shall we meet in yonder city, 
Where the towers of crystal shine, 

Where the walls are all of jasper, 
Built by workmanship divine ? 

Where the music of the ransomed 
Rolls in harmony around, 

And creation swells the chorus, 
With its sweet melodious sound ? 


Shall we meet by life’s pure river, 
Where pellucid waters glide? 

Where the healing leaves and flowers 
Deck the shores on either side? 

Where salvation’s blessed harpings 
Float in holy melody? 

Where the monthly fruits are ripening 
On life’s fair immortal tree ? 


Shall we meet, O lonely pilgrim, 
When the burden we lay down? 

Shall we change our cross of anguish 
For the bright, unfading crown? 

Do we love our Lord's appearing ? 
Shall we gladly see His face? 

Shall it beam with smiles of welcome ? 
Shall He bring us endless grace? 


Shall we meet, O Peary wanderer, 
Say, oh, will you meet me there, - 
When earth’s glory shall be darkness, 
And its joy shall be despair ? 
When before the throne of judgment 
We shall all together stand, 
Will you pray and strive to meet me 
With the blest at Christ's right hand ? 
— Selected. H. L. HASTINGS. 
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THE AISLES OF PAIN. 


BY FANNIE ISABEL SHERRICK. 


The temple of God is fair and high, 

Its altar builded of hope and sigh ; 

To heaven its corridors lead the way, 

And ere we reach them we must pray 
In the aisles of pain. 


To the stars uprise its spires of gold 
From the mists of the ages dark and old, 
When the heads of kings in'the dust bowed down 
And yielded sceptre and yielded crown 
In the aisles of pain. 


And we who pass through the lonely night 
From the depths of gloom to the walk of light, 
Must kneel in the dust as.lowly down, 
And give up pleasure and honor’s crown. 

In the aisles of pain. 


The aisles of pain are darkened with tears, 

And stained with the blood of cruel years, 

And the shiver and moan of crime and death 

Go up to God with each throbbing breath 
From the aisles of pain. 


The martyrs walked in the olden days 

With bleeding feet through the narrow ways, 

And we who follow must wait as they 

For the hand of Christ to lead the way 
Through the aisles of pain. 


We may mock at pleasure and mock at pain, 
And our lives may Vanish in sun or raen; 
Yet soon or late in the silent years 
We must kneel in sorrow and walk in tears 
, Through the aisles of pain. 
— Christian Union. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 






are to the 30th ult. 






through the ceremony of receiving office. 







bury asked for pledges of Liberal support to enable 







if no other way of: meeting the deficit were more 
feasible, to. let the income tax remain at 8d. for the 
remainder of the year, and provide for the deficit by 
an issue of Exchequer bonds or a temporary loan. 
Gladstone deciined to compromise the liberty of the 
House of Commons by specific pledges not to oppose 









bearing thereon; but he gave assurance that facilities 
for expediting supply might reasonably be provided, 
and there would be no attempt to withhoid the means 
required for the public servi. Lord Salisbury on the 
25th informed the House of Lords that he had as- 
sumed office on the assurances thus given, in compli- 
ance with the Queen’s wish. Both Houses adjourned 
from the 25th ult. to the 6th inst. to give time for 
elections in the cases of the members of the new 
Ministry. Before the adjournment, it was announced 
that the bill for the redistribution of Parliamentary seats 
had received the royal assent; also that providing an 
annuity for the Princess Beatrice on her marriage ; 
and several others. 

A mass meeting, at which 30,000 persons were said 
to be present, was held at Hyde Park, London, on the 
28th, to protest against an amendment made in the 
House of Lords to the Reform bill, proposing to dis- 
qualify every voter who had received pauper medical 
relief for himself or his family within a year of any 
election. 

IRELAND.—Earl Spencer, the retiring Lord Lieu- 
tenant, left Dublin ou the 27th, . 

The Irish Artisans’ Exhibition, embracing every 
branch of Irish industry and of manufactures, was 
opened at Dublin on the 24th ult, 

FRANCE.—President Grévy has issued a decree 
which makes the French Minister to Tunis a Resident 
General, with the command of the whole sea and land 
forces, and having the entire administration of the 
regency. 

The Chamber of Deputies, by a vote of 219 to 210, 
has restored to the estimates for the support of public 
worship the sum for salaries of canons, which had been 
expunged by the committee. 

The French Minister at London, in a conference 
with Lord Salisbury on the 27th, is said to have re- 
newed the demand that an early day be fixed for the 
withdrawal of the British troops from Egypt ; and sug- 
gested the reconstruction of the Egyptian army of 
mixed Egyptian and Turkish mercenaries, and a 
change in the administration from the Khedive down- 
ward. Lord Salisbury merely replied that Egyptian 
affairs were under consideration. 

The same Minister has also notified Lord Salisbury 
that France, without waiting for the ratification of the 
treaty of peace with China, which was signed on the 
gth ult., has issued orders to all French commanders 
to raise the blockade of Chinese ports an to ceased 
searching vessels on the high seas; and that trade may 
be resumed on the’ same conditions as before the war, 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 


GREAT BRITAIN.——On the 24th, the members of 
the Gladstone Ministry went to Windsor and delivered 
up the seals of office to the Queen, and soon afterward 
the new Ministry of the Marquis of Salisbury went 
In the 
House of Commons-on that day, the correspondence 
between W. E. Gladstone and Lord Salisbury pending 
the latter’s acceptance of office, was read. Lord Salis- 


the Conservatives to finish the absolutely necessary 


business of the session, by giving the Government 
precedence on the days fixed for the supply bills, and 


the remaining business, without possessing all the facts 





REVIEW. 


SPAIN.—Two of the Cabinet, Canovas del Castillo 
President of the Council, and: Romero y Robledo, 
Minister of the Interior, started on the 24th on a tour 
of inspection of the cholera-infected districts, They 
were enthusiastically received at Murcia. They re 
ported that place in a lamentable condition of mise 
and terror. They distributed among the sufferers 
$50,000, including a gift trom the King of $5000, 
Official reports for the 25th showed a total of 454 new 
cases and 200 deaths in the infected districts, 

The Minister of the Interior informed the Cortes on 
the 24th, that in consequence of the favorable report 
of the Commissioner appointed to inquire into the 
subject of inoculation with cholera microbes, as a pre. 
ventive against the: spread of cholera, the practice 
would be allowed to be continued, but only as an ex. 
periment, 

ITaLy.—Signor Depretis announced in the Chamber 
of Deputies on the 24th that he had been requested 
by the King to form a Cabinet. On the 30th it was 
stated that he had completed the formation, himself 
taking for the present the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
His line of foreign policy has not yet been declared, 

The Pope has issued an order that the Ultramontane 
(clerical) newspapers published in Rome maintain a 
friendly attitude toward the Italian Government. This 
action implies an important change of policy on the 
part of the Vatican. 

Eeypt.—A letter has been received at Cairo from 
the Mahdi, in which he says he will arrive at Wady 
Halfa after the fast of Ramadan. He has issued com. 
mands enjoining the killing of all foreigners unless 
they become Mohammedans, An Italian missionary 
priest, who had been longa captive in the Mahdi’s 
camp, has escaped and reached Dongola. He asserts 
that the Mahdi’s forces have been repeatedly defeated 


by the garrison of Sennaar. 


DomeEstTIc.—Grasshoppers are doing much damage 
to crops in California. An agent of the Agricultural 
Department has gone to California to investigate the 
subject. 

A bill passed the Legislature of Pennsylvania at its 
last session, and has been signed by the Governor, re- 
quiring, after the rst of Tenth mo. next, all parties in- 
tending marriage to procure from the Clerk of the 
Orphans’ Court of the county a license, to be addressed 
to the minister or magistrate authorized to perform the 
ceremony ; or if the parties propose to marry them- 
selves, a certificate that no legal impediments exist, 
If any of the parties are minors, the consent of the 
parents must be given, personally or in writing at- 
tested by two witnesses, before the Clerk of the Court, 


without such license, or any attesting witnesses to such 
marriage, shall be fined one hundred dollars. 

A rain storm of unusual violence visited Baltimore, 
Md., on the 28th ult. In two hours nearly 4% inches 
of rain fell, accompanied by heavy thunder and light- 
ning. Much damage was done by the flooding of 
cellars, &c., in the lower sections of the city, but no 
lives were lost, though there were some narrow ¢s 
capes, 

Serious disaffection is reported among the Cheyenne 
Indians in Indian Territory, and apprehensions have 
been felt that they might break out into open hostili- 
ties. The Agent has been summoned to Washington, 
and a special agent is to be sent to the Territory to 
inquire into their grievances, Accounts received by 
the War Department indicate that the lands of the In- 
dians have been leased to cattle owners, against the 
wishes of a majority of their leading men, and the In- 
dians are deprived of pasture for their own herds. 
Large herds are also driven through their lands, 


Any minister or magistrate solemnizing a marriage: 


